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A Geographical Penetration into Urban Cohesion

Based on Potential Model :a Case Study of Xiamen and Zhangzhou

ZENG Yue-e, WU Shi-dai, LI Yong-shi, CHEN Zhi-giang
(College of Geographical Sciences, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, 350007, China)

Abstract: The issue of urban cohesion has become one of the hot topics in the academic study. This paper discussed the issue by
taking Xiamen and Zhangzhou cities as a research object, which is a core region of the economic zone on the west coast of Tai-
wan straits. First. this paper introduces the development of case and the extent of academic domain. Then it makes a critical
review on research into urban cohesion. Supported by software of ArcGIS, the authors select Xiamen and Zhangzhou city as re-
search units, and use the data from statistical yearbooks of Xiamen and Zhangzhou cities covering the years of 2003,20009.
Based on studies on urban cohesion, this paper draws some conclusions as follows: (1) The closer hinterlands of primary in-
dustry which belong to Zhangzhou city, holding a great advantage in Xiamen and Zhangzhou cities, which the centre of second-
ary industry is Xiamen city’s closer hinterlands of secondary industry, and so is tertiary industry. (2) Based on complementar-
ities of the industries in Xiamen and Zhangzhou city, the urban cohesion of Xiamen and Zhangzhou cities had a favorable indus-
trial foundation, as well as its possibility and inevitability. (3) The study provided a reference for industrial distribution and
function division of Xiamen and Zhangzhou city.

Key words: urban cohesion; potential model; the closer-competitive hinterlands
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