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Resources, Environment and Ecology in Three Gorges Area

The Historical Investigation of Fishery Resources and Fishery

Economy Development in Three Gorges Area

WU Xianzhu', XIAO Lin®
(1. Science and Technology Archeology Laboratory, Chongqing Normal University;
2. Finance Department, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract: The three gorges region has many geographical conditions in the historical period, like high climate, accumulated tempera-
ture, abundant precipitation, water quality, sufficient water dissolved oxygen, water depth, mineral nutrition elements of water
body and bait rich etc. , it is the most important fishery resource of The Yangtze river(Changing spawning grounds; Excellent quali-
ty and a great variety of freshwater fishing grounds). Since the early neolithic, people attach too much importance to the three
gorges’ fish resources development. One from the new Stone Age to the Pre-Qin period, the fish is one of the most important eco-
nomic resources for ancient residents in the three gorges. Even the fishery resources present continuous starts from Qin and Han dy-
nasties to the later historical period, it is still the most important spawning grounds and fishing grounds in the Yangtze river. There
are many advanced fishery technology firstly appearing in the three gorges region from prehistoric to modern times. Some of the pro-
duction technology spread to the surrounding areas and become the fine tradition of fishery production. Nets use in the three gorges’
prehistoric times, large fishing facilities(weir) ,large trawls and cormorant fishing in the Pre-Qin period, the otter fisheries and mul-
tifunctional aquarium after Qin and Han dynasties etc. , they all have an important position in the history of Chinese fishery. By
studying on the fishery resources and fishery production of the Three Gorges historical period, prove that human production behavior
is main cause of the change of the fishery resources in the region; Modern economic construction in the Three Gorges area, large riv-
er dams has completely changed the three gorges as the Yangtze river basin resources position of spawning grounds, and also
changed the ecological environment of the Three Gorges local advantage fish species; Under the guiding ideology of protecting natu-
ral resources and the construction of ecological civilization, the Yangtze river economic development should be attached great impor-
tance to the three gorges fishery resources protection.

Key words: fishery resource; environmental change; mode of production; Three Gorges area
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