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Patterns of Vigilance Behavior and Alert Distance of

White-Browed Laughingthrush in Chongqing University Town

GONG Rongyan', YANG Bo’, YANG Chengzhong'
(1. Chongqing Key Laboratory of Animal Biology, College of Life Sciences, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing, 401331}
2. China Conservation and Research Centre for the Giant Panda, Sichuan Dujiangyan, 611830, China)

Abstract: [Purposes ] To investigate the pattern of vigilance behavior of white-browed laughingthrush (Garrulax sannio) and its
adaptation to human disturbance in Chongqing University Town. [ Methods |Patterns of vigilance behavior and alert disdances in the
four types of habitat (in shrubs., arbors, shrubs-arbors mixing forest and pavement) were recorded by the methods of focal
observation from July 2014 to March 2015. [ Findings ] The results showed that the pattern of vigilance behavior of white-browed
laughingthrush contained the behavior of hearing (stop the previous behaviours and turn round the head to search the direction of
risk sounds), scanning, tweeting, staring, walking away and flying away. The staring distances in shrubs, arbors, shrubs-arbors
mixing forest and pavement were (3. 9440.35), (10.77+0.53), (8.25+0.56), (5.69+0.35) m, respectively. The distances of
walking away were (3.3240.32), (9.27+£0.47), (6.8840.66), (5.18£0.34) m, respectively in the four types of habitat. The
distances of flying away were (2.3940.27), (9.5340.56), (5.35+0.74), (3.13£0.31) m, respectively in the four types of
habitat. [ Conclusions]Taking no account of the influencing factors of seasons, group size, sex and so on, the general rule of alert
distance was: distance of staring=>distance of walking away=>distance of flying away. The each of staring distance, walking away
distance and flying away distance had significant differences in the four habitats (p<Z0.05).

Keywords: Garrulax sannio; vigilance behavior pattern; alert distance; Chongqing University Town
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