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Fig. 2 The vertical chain of catering industry in the ancient town
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Fig. 3 The evolution process of tourism industrial chain in the ancient town
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Fig. 4 The spatial pattern of tourism industrial chain in the ancient town
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An Analysis of the Characteristics of Tourism Industrial Chain of Ancient Towns in the

Poor Mountainous Area: a Case Study of Gongtan in Chongqing

HU Zhiyi, TIAN Xuezhi
(College of Geography and Tourism, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract: Based on the industrial chain theory and taking Gongtan in Chongqing as case, this paper analyzes the characteristics of
tourism industrial chain in terms of its internal structure, evolutionary process and spatial structure. It is found that, firstly;
tourism industrial chain in the town presents an internal structure of ‘two levels and two circles”. The localization of tourism indus-
trial chain is confronted with two major obstacles, indigenous residents are both unwilling to and unable to expand their business and
maximize benefit from tourism development. Secondly, the tourismization process of local industrial chain could be observed in three
dimensions, including focus shifting, spatial expansion and social structure transformation. Thirdly, tourism industry in the town
shows a center-peripheral spatial structure.

Key words: poor mountainous area; tourism industry; industrial chain; the old town of Gongtan
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