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Abstract Based on the statistics data of area of cultivated land population and grain in Three Gorges Reservoir Area during 1986—

2007

spatiotemporal changes in the area of cultivated land and cultivated land pressure index were quantitatively evaluated. Results

show that 1 Differences in regional distribution of cultivated land in Three Gorges Reservoir Area are significant the cultivated land is

the richest in the tail area of the reservoir richer in the center area of the reservoir the poorest in the head area of the reservoir 2 On

the whole the area of cultivated land in Three Gorges Reservoir Area took on sustaining decreased trend with the most area lost and an

annual reduction rate of 18 000 hm® during 1995—2003 3 The cultivated land pressure index decreased before 1998 because the

speed of per capita minimal area decrease was faster than that of per capita actual area. And the cultivated land pressure index in-

creased after 1998 because per capita actual area decreased rapidly. It could relieve cultivated land pressure statue by controlling the

speed of cultivated land decreasing and enhancing the standard of agricultural science and technology.
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