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Research on the Inbound Tourist Flow and the Seasonal Change in Qingdao City
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Abstract: As the leading city of blue economic zone in Shandong Peninsula, Qingdao’s development in the inbound tourist flow has
been a steady growth. Based on the statistical data of staff employed in Qingdao’s inbound tourist flow from 2005 to 2010, the appli-
cation of Gray Model GM (1, 1) and seasonal intensity index ( S ), this paper analyzed the inbound tourist flow and the seasonal
distribution of Qingdao. The study found that, the forecast of GM (1, 1) reflected a trend, did not exclude emergencies on the pre-
cision of data interference. Seasonal index (S) pointed out, Qingdao’s inbound tourist flow for the off—season quarter, Season II,
111 and IV quarter. Seasonal intensity index is highest for the second quarter, the value is 105. 37 %. It is higher than the annual av-
erage value for 5. 37%. Seasonal intensity index for a minimum is the first quarter; the value is 89. 55%. It is lower than the an-
nual average value for 10. 45%. But, on the whole. the season distribution of Qingdao’s inbound tourist flow is not obvious, affect-
ed by climate is smaller, the number of inbound tourist flow is relatively smooth. Therefore, the two indicators of the inbound tour-
ist flow development had certain referenced effect.

Key words: inbound tourist flow; gray model; seasonal intensity index; Qingdao city
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