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Spatial Distribution of the World Natural Heritages

CAO Huasheng
(School of Geography and Tourism Management, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 400047, China)

Abstract : The present paper, using frequency analysis and comparative analysis, attempts to study the distribution of the natural heritages in
the world at multi-scales of hemispherical, latitudinal, intercontinental and national as to provide a reference for the nomination and assess-
ment of the world natural heritage, the protection and management of heritage sites, tourism planning and development of the heritage. The
results indicated that the number of the natural heritages in the northern hemisphere is 2. 3 times of the southern hemisphere and the number
in the eastern hemisphere is 2. 68 times of the western hemisphere. However, the spatial density is quite matched between the northern and
southern hemispheres, and between the eastern and western hemispheres respectively. From the point view of latitudinal distribution, the
world natural heritages significantly concentrated in low latitude regions, which accounts for 92% of the total. The number of natural herit-
age in each continent is significant correlated with the continent area with a positive correlation coefficient of 0. 97. Among of the compared
five continents, the Europe. Oceania has the highest spatial density of 4. 80 heritages per million km2 and per capital heritage density of 4. 67
heritages per ten million populations, respectively. In developed countries, the distribution efficiency index reaches 1. 38, which is signifi-
cantly larger than developing countries. Overall, the regional distribution of the world natural heritage had a close relation with the natural
and anthropogenic environments.

Key words: world natural heritage; spatial distribution; spatial density of heritage; population density of heritage; distribution effi-

ciency index
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