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Fig. 2 The Tung tree seeds of Song dynasty collected at Wazhuozui

Site and modern seeds of Vernicia fordii and Vernicia montana
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Tab. 2 Comparison between Wazhuozhui samples and modern samples
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Resources, Environment and Ecology in Three Gorges Area

The Discovery and Significance of Tung Tree Materials of Song Dynasty

in the Three Gorges Region of Fengdu in Chongqing

WANG Yunfu', WU Xianzhu', ZOU Houxi*, HUANG Miaobin®
(1. The Scientific Laboratory of Archaeology, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331

2. The Academy of Cultural Heritage, Chongqing 400013 ;

3. History and Social Science College, Chongqing Normal University; Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract: Tung tree (Vernicia fordii) is a sort of oil— producing tree exclusively originated in China. Tung oil, abstracted by means

of its seeds was utilized as an important industry products material, which played a significant pole in ancient Chinese handcraft in-

dustry and even early modern world industry. The exploitation of Tung trees was recorded by many historical documents since Tang

Dynasty, and its plantation has been focused by economists. However, no practicality material had been discovered until the collec-

tion of Tung tree remains, including 10 seeds and some carbon remains at Wazhuozui Site of Fengdu County, Chongqing in 2013,

which was a crucial archaeological discovery in recent years. Morphological and micro analysis suggested that these seeds samples o-

riginated from V. fordii, meaning the Three Gorges Region perhaps was originating place where the first cultivation of V. fordii be-

gan. The carbon remain also suggested that this tree once was used as primary fuel, which might be closely related a possible com-

prehensive utilization mode of V. fordii as significant economic tree in Song Dynasty.

Key words: Fengdu County of Chongqing; Wazhuozui Site; Vernicia fordii; seeds; carbon remains
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