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Nocturnal Activity Time Budgets of Male Pygmy Slow Loris (Nycticebus pygmaeus) in Captivity

CHEN Minjie'?, WANG Rongxing', YANG Shijian', YU Liangge', SHI Lei
(1. School of Life Sciences. Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500 ;

2. Kunming Zoo, Kunming 650021; 3. Jieyang Vocational & Technical College, Jieyang Guangdong 522000, China)
Abstract: As a nocturnal primate, and one of the first class national protected animals in China, Pygmy slow loris’s characteristics
of activities at night have not been reported. We studied the time distribution of night time activity based on continuous recording of
5 caged male pygmy lorises. In order to reduce human disturbance, the animals were recorded with surveillance cameras at night,
from 19: 00 to 7:00 every day. The results showed that Pygmy lorises spent the largest part of night time, about 5. 85+0. 25 h, for
resting, and 4. 17+0. 16 h for locomotion, 0. 94=0. 10 h for feeding, 0.45740. 04 h for other behaviors. The least part of time was
spent for grooming, about 0. 40£0. 02 h. There were significant differences in time spent for resting, locomotion. feeding and other
behaviors except grooming among the five pygmy slow lorises. Major feeding activity occured between 19:00 and 21:00. A peak for
locomotion was presented between 3: 00 and 4: 00. Feeding peaks took place in the first 2 hours of the active part of the day for
pygmy slow lorises, and this is consistent with most of the diurnal primates, which usually start their day by a period of feeding
time, and then turn to other activities.

Key words: pygmy slow loris; nocturnal activity; time budget

(FTEHE F X





